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CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Planning Board and City Council 
 

 

JOINT PUBLIC HEARING 
 

MINUTES 
 

April 12, 2021 
 

Call to order President Hopkins called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. 
 

President Hopkins read the following statement: Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain 
Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on 
the number of people that may gather in one place, this public hearing of the North Adams Planning Board and the North Adams 
City Council is being conducted via remote participation. No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but 
the public can listen to this meeting while in progress via teleconference. Members of the public attending this meeting virtually 
will be allowed to make comments if they wish to do so, during the portion of the hearing designated for public comment, by 
teleconference. This meeting is being recorded. 
 

City Council members present virtually President Paul Hopkins, Lisa Blackmer, Keith Bona, Marie T. Harpin,  
Peter Oleskiewicz, and Wayne Wilkinson 
 

City Council members absent Benjamin Lamb, Jason LaForest, and Jessica Sweeney 
 

Planning Board members present virtually Chairman Michael Leary, Lisa Blackmer, Lynette Ritland Bond,  
Robert Burdick, Kyle Hanlon, Kayla Hollins, Brian Miksic, and Paul Senecal 
 

Planning Board members absent  
 

Others present virtually Alicia, Beth Bator, Tammy Daniels, Angie Lopes Ellison, Kristin Graves, Eric Kerns,  
Cathleen King, William Meranti - Building Inspector, Kim Perry, Josh Lee Smith, F. Sydney Smithers, Ben Svenson, 
and Cathy Verrier 
 

Public hearings new business  
 

• Petition of Centerville Sticks LLC to amend the Zoning Map by expanding and extending northerly to 
Massachusetts Avenue the present B-2 district, so as to rezone all of Assessors Map 97, Lot 8 as zone district 
B-2. 

 

Chairman Leary opened the hearing to F. Sydney Smithers of Cain Hibbard & Myers PC, and Eric Kerns. Mr. Smithers 
explained that recently Centerville Sticks acquired Assessors Map 97, Lot 8 which was zoned residential and the 
balance of the surrounding area owned by the entity operating Tourists Hotel was rezoned to district B-2. They wish to 
have the residentially zoned Assessors Map 97, Lot 8 rezoned to conform with the rest of Tourists Hotel’s ownership in 
the area. It is intended to convert the former Father Matthew Total Abstinence Society building at 1288 Massachusetts 
Avenue into an event space and to make use of the adjacent property recently acquired by Centerville Sticks which is 
affiliated with Blackinton Operating, LLC, as useful outdoor space adjacent to the newly planned event space. The 
purpose of this hearing is to avoid the necessity for duplicate public hearings for each board as required by statute. They 
would request an affirmative vote for a recommendation to change the zoning at the next available City Council 
meeting.  
 

Mr. Kerns explained that in August of 2018 they went through the process of beautifying the zoning of the Tourists 
properties which had been sporadically industrial, commercial, and residential. They did that just ahead of the city 
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rezoning. The event space at 1288 Massachusetts Avenue was approved by the Planning Board in April of 2019. They 
had planned to start construction in the Spring of 2020 when they were shut down by the state due to the pandemic. 
Since then they were able to purchase the adjacent property and redesign the plans for the event space to make it better. 
The new addition to the side of the building is where they would like to conduct circulation between the upper and 
lower floors and will also allow landscaping that will mimic the space behind the Airport Rooms. There will also be 
some new parking spaces added.  
 

Chairman Leary requested questions from the City Council or Planning Board members. Councilor Oleskiewicz 
clarified that this parcel being added to the B-2 zone seems pretty simple. Chairman Leary explained that it is not quite 
that simple as the new portions would have to go before the Planning Board for any modifications. 
 

Member Burdick inquired about whether the house will be razed. Mr. Kerns explained that the house will be 
rehabilitated in the future. 
 

Councilor Wilkinson explained that the City Council and the Planning Board received a letter of opposition. Chairman 
Leary read the following letter in to the record: 
 

Good evening, 
It was recently brought to my attention that Tourists Welcome will be requesting to amend the zoning map for 
Centerville Sticks LLC and also they have submitted an application to change the use to operate a multi-
purpose event & gathering space for Blackinton Operating LLC. I am reaching out because I am begging you to 
take into consideration the neighbors of this area. Over this weekend, several neighbors have been discussing 
the future of the Old Incarnation Church and we all have several questions relating to the future of this family-
oriented neighborhood. We all enjoy our friendly, peaceful, and quiet neighborhood and we all have the 
following questions and concerns for what our future home life will be like: 
 

What time will these events be going on until? Most people in this neighborhood are heading to bed between 9-
10 with our kids in bed between 8-9pm. We love to have our windows open on most spring and fall nights and 
on the cooler nights of summer, but this will be questionable if there is a wedding or outside event going on 
right down the street. 
 

What will the noise level be like? Will the outdoor events bother our outdoor time that each of us love to enjoy 
during the beautiful spring, summer and fall days and evenings that we have here in the Berkshires? Tourists 
told us that we would not be able to hear their outside events at their Motel on State Road but that is not true at 
all. Every time they have an outside event at the Motel, we can hear the music in all our backyards which is 
disruptive to our family life. 
 

What will parking be like? Their plans state "to supplement the existing historic street parking in front of the 
property on Massachusetts Avenue.". The church parking that was there was only ever used on Sundays during 
church service which last no more than 30 minutes with the last Pastor that resided before the church closed. 
When they had weddings, it was no longer than an hour on a Saturday afternoon. When Minerva Arts had their 
performances at the old Incarnation church, parking was a huge safety problem. I cannot fully remember, but I 
even think one of the parents was hit or their car was hit back then, and they had to ask the parents to be more 
careful because of the speeding in this area. They even put out those big green walking man signs to try to get 
people to slow down. When it is dark out, and cars are parked along Mass Ave, it becomes much more 
dangerous than cars parked on a Sunday morning.   
 

What will the smells be like outside? I know this sounds weird, but a neighbor right across the street had a 
stroke a few years ago and she is immensely bothered by strong food smells. She gets intense headaches and 
needs to lie down in a quiet place. How will this happen if there's a wedding going on across the street from her 
house? How will she find the quiet that her brain needs to recover? 
 

What will the traffic and foot traffic be like? How will the outside lighting be? Will the neighbors be affected 
by the security lights at night?  Will there be an increase in crime and vandalism? Will the dumpsters attract 
wildlife and rodents? How will deliveries be made to the location if Tractor Trailers are not permitted down 
Mass Ave? 
 

We are not trying to stop progress in our wonderful Blackinton neighborhood, but why do we need an event 
center right in the middle of a residential neighborhood? We wouldn't let a grocery store, liquor store or a gas 
station go in on Mass Ave in Blackinton, why would an event space be considered? Please do not vote to pass 
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the rezoning of the Old Incarnation Church and allow an event space/wedding venue to go in right next to our 
homes. 
 

We all have so many unanswered questions and we hope that our planning board has these same questions and 
that you protect the safety, peace, and tranquility that our family friendly neighborhood of Blackinton has had 
for over two hundred years. Can you postpone this decision until everyone in this neighborhood has been made 
aware of the plans and can have a say in the future of this great neighborhood? None of the neighbors were 
notified of this meeting except the ones that are directly touching the Old Church Property. 
 

Best Regards, 
Kim & Bryan Perry  
1362 Massachusetts Ave, 
North Adams, MA 01247  
 

Chairman Leary explained and Mr. Smithers agreed that the appropriate forum for the concerns in the letter would be at 
the Planning Board meeting. Mr. Smithers explained that at this meeting they are trying to unite the vacant land next to 
the event space in the same zoning as the event space so as to permit what is going to be the subject matter of the 
Planning Board meeting immediately following this meeting. 
 

Chairman Leary requested questions from the boards or the gallery. No questions. 
 

Chairman Leary requested a motion to close the public hearing. Member Blackmer made a motion to close the public 
hearing. Member Hanlon seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. 
 

President Hopkins requested a motion from a city councilor to adjourn. Councilor Wilkinson made a motion to adjourn. 
Councilor Blackmer seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. 
 

Adjournment Motion to adjourn 5:49 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michelle Ells 
Planning Board Secretary 


